Greater Manchester’s History

Narration 1

Ladies and Gentlemen! This is the story of wonderful Greater Manchester, the heart of the Industrial Revolution, birthplace of many great people and the home of the country’s best football teams! Over the past 250 years, the city has changed in many ways with new buildings, a booming population and influences from culture all over the world, but one thing will never change… the weather.


Narration 2

But the rain isn’t all bad! Greater Manchester’s damp conditions were perfect for storing Cotton and when Richard Arkwright opened the first cotton mill in 1781 others soon followed. The city became known as ‘Cottonopolis’ and people moved from all over the country to come and work in the mills spinning the cotton which was traded throughout the world. It wasn’t much fun though and they worked very hard, sometimes twelve hour days!

Narration 3

When all the work was done it was time to have fun and what better way to be entertained than at the Belle Vue Zoological Gardens: ‘the showground of the world’. With rollercoasters, circuses and fireworks, it was the place to be. It even had a flea circus although that had to stop when the vacuum cleaner was invented and all the fleas got sucked away! Still that didn’t stop the gardens having over 2 million visitors a year!
