play &
achieve ()

Greater Manchester ' n sp' re @
MUSIC HUB

Greater Manchester’s History

Commissioned by the Greater Manchester Music Hub
for the Primary Schools' Singing Challenge 2014

Words & Music by
Stuart Overington

© Copyright Stuart Overington 2014



This song can be performed in different ways.

1. Everybody could sing the opening and closing sections but divide
into three groups for the sections marked ‘group 1°, ‘group 2’ and

‘group 3’.

2. Everybody sings the whole song in unison only splitting into three
groups at bar 87 and returning to unison at bar 103.

3. If your group is not ready to sing in parts just pick your favourite
line at bar 87.

N.B - The narration can be performed by a single person, three different
people or however you would like. If performing with the backing track
just make sure the narrator(s) have had the chance to practice with it in

order to gauge the speed.
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Cue: 'But the rain isn't all bad...

Start slowly, gradually get faster
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Greater Manchester’s History

Narration 1

Ladies and Gentlemen! This is the story of wonderful Greater Manchester, the heart
of the Industrial Revolution, birthplace of many great people and the home of the
country’s best football teams! Over the past 250 years, the city has changed in many
ways with new buildings, a booming population and influences from culture all over
the world, but one thing will never change... the weather.

Narration 2

But the rain isn’t all bad! Greater Manchester’s damp conditions were perfect for
storing Cotton and when Richard Arkwright opened the first cotton mill in 1781
others soon followed. The city became known as ‘Cottonopolis’ and people moved
from all over the country to come and work in the mills spinning the cotton which
was traded throughout the world. It wasn’t much fun though and they worked very
hard, sometimes twelve hour days!

Narration 3

When all the work was done it was time to have fun and what better way to be
entertained than at the Belle Vue Zoological Gardens: ‘the showground of the world’.
With rollercoasters, circuses and fireworks, it was the place to be. It even had a flea
circus although that had to stop when the vacuum cleaner was invented and all the
fleas got sucked away! Still that didn’t stop the gardens having over 2 million visitors
a year!



Greater Manchester’s History

Manchester history, the heart of industry,

We got ourselves on the map and we’re staying there.
No finer place to be than in this busy county.

We’re bound to all be proud to call Manchester home!

(Narration 1)

Group 1

It’s raining, it’s pouring, been like it since this morning.

| walked to school, so now I’m soaked, this weather is appalling!
It’s raining, it’s pouring and wet plays are boring,

| hope it’s dry tomorrow, ‘cause | want to have fun!

(Narration 2)

Group 2

Working, making bags of cotton, earning our pay,

We’re gonna get this done today.

Keep it twisting, turning, wheeling, whirling - don’t let it stop!
It must be done before we go home at seven o’clock.

(Narration 3)

Group 3

Roll up! Come on and see the biggest fair in the county,
There is so much fun to be had, it’s waiting.

You’ll go on all the rides and have such a lovey time.
Belle Vue is here waiting for you!

Manchester history, the heart of industry,

We got ourselves on the map, and we’re staying there.
No finer place to be than in this busy county.

We’re bound to all be proud to call Manchester home!



